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most﻿Gulf﻿countries﻿ in﻿ terms﻿of﻿ language﻿education﻿policy﻿ (LEP)﻿are﻿ rather﻿ ineffective,﻿because﻿
they﻿do﻿not﻿realistically﻿prepare﻿students﻿with﻿the﻿ability﻿ to﻿work﻿efficiently﻿in﻿ their﻿professional﻿
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number﻿of﻿ researchers﻿ to﻿ take﻿a﻿critical﻿ stance﻿ towards﻿ this﻿ trend﻿(Abu﻿Zayd,﻿2000;﻿Brock-Utne,﻿
2007;﻿Troudi,﻿2007,﻿2009;﻿Al-Jarf,﻿2008;﻿Al-Bakri,﻿2013).﻿More﻿specifically,﻿Troudi﻿(2007)﻿suggests﻿
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During﻿the﻿interviews,﻿ in﻿addition﻿to﻿ the﻿issues﻿ investigated﻿in﻿ the﻿open-ended﻿questions,﻿several﻿
areas﻿were﻿ investigated﻿ in﻿more﻿depth﻿with﻿ the﻿participants﻿ including﻿ the﻿perceived﻿ rationale﻿ for﻿
adopting﻿EMI﻿in﻿their﻿institution,﻿their﻿views﻿on﻿the﻿English﻿language﻿proficiency﻿requirements﻿in﻿
STEM﻿and﻿the﻿potential﻿problems﻿related﻿to﻿teaching﻿and﻿learning﻿in﻿the﻿medium﻿of﻿English.﻿Finally,﻿
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that﻿prevented,﻿ in﻿ their﻿view,﻿ the﻿effective﻿ implementation﻿of﻿EMI,﻿participating﻿ teachers﻿mainly﻿
referred﻿to﻿the﻿poor﻿“level﻿of﻿English”﻿of﻿the﻿students﻿while﻿students﻿explained﻿that﻿using﻿Arabic﻿with﻿
their﻿teachers﻿was﻿“easier﻿and﻿more﻿practical”﻿for﻿them.﻿One﻿student﻿clearly﻿referred﻿to﻿this﻿aspect﻿
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EMI as a New Consumerist Trend
A﻿great﻿number﻿of﻿higher﻿education﻿institutions﻿are﻿now﻿explicitly﻿expressing﻿the﻿desire﻿to﻿integrate﻿
educational﻿objectives﻿to﻿the﻿demands﻿of﻿the﻿labour﻿market﻿and﻿the﻿dominant﻿objective﻿led﻿curriculum﻿
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model﻿is﻿seen﻿as﻿promoting﻿certain﻿fundamental﻿tenets﻿of﻿the﻿capitalist﻿market﻿economy﻿(Rassekh﻿
&﻿Thomas,﻿ 2001;﻿Ricento,﻿ 2006a;﻿McKernan,﻿ 2008).﻿Moreover,﻿ the﻿English﻿ language﻿ and﻿ the﻿
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The﻿above﻿quotes﻿raise﻿a﻿number﻿of﻿issues﻿in﻿terms﻿of﻿equality﻿and﻿rights.﻿Indeed,﻿since﻿good﻿
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is﻿ too﻿wide,﻿which,﻿ in﻿ turn,﻿ forces﻿ teachers﻿ to﻿ resort﻿ to﻿Arabic﻿as﻿a﻿simplification﻿strategy﻿and﻿a﻿
pedagogical﻿tool,﻿hence﻿the﻿wide﻿spread﻿use﻿of﻿translated﻿summaries﻿of﻿main﻿ideas﻿or﻿terminology﻿
lists﻿in﻿Arabic.﻿Therefore,﻿given﻿that﻿scientific﻿textbooks﻿used﻿at﻿university﻿are﻿designed﻿for﻿a﻿very﻿
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